COCHIN   AND   QUILON                        15

it would be his painful duty to sail into the port and burn the
lot. He would then turn his back on Quilon and never trade
there more.

The governor found this awkward. He knew that his
prince was anxious for the Portuguese alliance; at the same
time, Quilon was not at war with Calicut, He begged to be
allowed to communicate upon the subject with his master,
the Samorin's ships being forcibly detained meantime.

The Rajah replied by requesting as a favour that the
ships might be left intact, provided that they did not leave
the port without permission. With a great show of reluctance
Albuquerque agreed. His intention and desire, he said, had
been to destroy them all utterly. Nevertheless, such was
his regard for the Rajah of Quilon that, at his request, he
stayed his hand. Thus, after all, the ships of Calicut were
left in peace, but they were allowed no cargo till the Portu-
guese fleet sailed.

And so back to Cochin, to find Francisco was no longer
there. He had gone to Cannanore, the factor explained
anxiously, leaving most of the cargo in the fort behind.
Would Afonso de Albuquerque kindly take it to him? Afonso
de Albuquerque's ships were loaded to their hatches, but it
seemed a pity to leave all those goods behind. He agreed
to stretch a point and take it on,

He equipped the fort with provisions and munitions,
and made some changes in the garrison that his cousin had
left. The captain who remained in charge of this first
Portuguese stronghold in Asia was none other than the
learned and heroic Duarte Pacheco. He was backed up by
some seventy volunteers. Their chances of survival were
by many considered small; as soon as the fleet had sailed
the Samorin would certainly return in force, and then,
" God rest the souls of Duarte Pacheco and his men/' piously
remarked the pessimists. Things did not turn out quite so
badly. The garrison of Cochin escaped with their lives
that year; but they had eight months' desperate fighting
to sustain before the fleet of 1504 arrived.